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Prince Charles in London.
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will meet death much more firmly at one time than another. The enthusiasm even of a mistaken principle warms the mind, and sets it above the fear of deatli; which in our cooler moments, if we really think of it, cannot but be terrible, or at least very awful.
Miss Flora Macdonald being then also in London, under the protection of Lady Primrose1, that lady provided a post-chaise to convey her to Scotland, and desired she might choose any friend she pleased to accompany her. She chose Malcolm. ' So (said he, with a triumphant air) I went to London to be hanged, and returned in a post-chaise with Miss Flora Macdonald.'
Mr. Maclcod of Muiravensidc, whom we saw at Rasay, assured us that Prince Charles was in London in 1759", and that there was then a plan in agitation for restoring his family. Dr. Johnson could scarcely credit this story, and said, there could be no probable plan at that time. Such an
from this consideration almost to regret a reprieve that came to a penitent convict.
1 Hume describes how in 1753 (? 1750) the Pretender, on his secret visit to London, 'came to the house of a lady (who I imagined to be Lady Primrose) without giving her any preparatory information ; and entered the room where she had a pretty large company with her, and was herself playing at cards. He was announced by the servant under another name. She thought the cards would have dropped from her hands on seeing him. But she had presence enough of rnind to call him by the name he assumed.' J. I-I. Burton's Hume, ii. 462. Mr. Croker (Croker's Bosiuell, p. 331) prints an autograph letter from Flora Macdonald which shows that Lady Primrose in 1751 had lodged .£627 in a friend's hands for her behoof, and that she had in view to add more.
3 It seems that the Pretender was only once in London, and that it was in 1750. Ante, i. 324, note 2. I suspect that 1759 is Boswell's mistake or his printer's. From what Johnson goes on to say it is clear that George II. was in Germany at the time of the Prince's secret visit. He was there the greater part of 1750, but not in 1753 or 1759. In 1750, moreover, 'the great army of the King of Prussia overawed Hanover.' Smollett's England, iii. 297, This explains what Johnson says about the King of Prussia stopping the army in Germany.
attemptoted by Boswell, I have corrected.
